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humiliated me deeply. I thought of the wrong being done by
men to the women of India by clinging to a barbarous cus-
tom which, whatever use it might have had when it was
first introduced, had now become totally useless and was
doing incalculable harm to the country. All the education
that we have been receiving for the past 100 years seems
to have produced but little impression upon us, for I note
that the purdah is being retained even in educated house-
holds not because the educated men believe in it them-
selves but because they will not manfully resist the brutal
custom and .sweep it away at a stroke. I have the privi-
lege of addressing hundreds of meetings of women attend-
ed by thousands. The din and the noise created at these
meetings make it impossible to speak with any effect to
the women who attend them. Nothing better is to be
expected so long as they are caged and confined in their
houses and little courtyards. When, therefore, they find
themselves congregated in a big room and are expected
all of a sudden to listen to someone, they do not know
what to do with themselves or with the speaker. And when
silence is restored it becomes difficult to interest them in
many everyday topics, for they know nothing of them,
having been never allowed to breathe the fresh air of
freedom. I know that this is a somewhat exaggerated
picture. I am quite aware of the very high culture of these
thousands of sisters whom I get the privilege of address-
ing. I know that they are capable of rising to the same
height that men are capable of, and I know too that they
do have occasions to go out. But this is not to be put
down to the credit of the educated classes. The question
is, why have they not gone further? "Why do not our
women enjoy the same freedom that men do ? Why should
they not be able to walk out and have fresh air ?
Chastity is not a hothouse growth. It cannot be super-
imposed. It cannot be protected by the surrounding wall
of the purdah. It must grow from within, and to be worth
anything it must be capable of withstanding every un-
sought temptation. It must be as defiant as Sita's. It must
be a very poor thing that cannot stand the gaze of men.